
 

 
MINUTES OF THE  

PHILANTHROPY & ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

 
November 27, 2017 

2:30 P.M. 
 

Humboldt State University 
Nelson Hall West 213 

 
 
Present:       Absent: 
Laura Fisher (via ZOOM)     Averie Middleton 
David Kalb (via ZOOM) 
Jenny Harris (via ZOOM)         
Gary Rynearson (via ZOOM) 
Craig Wruck           
 
Guests: 
Lola Alto   Steve Bagley   Maria Forrest 
Kimberley Pittman-Schulz Jason Ramos (via ZOOM) Travis Williams  
 
 
The Advancement Foundation Philanthropy & Advocacy Committee meeting was held on 
Wednesday, September 6, 2017, at 2:30 P.M. at Humboldt State University Conference Room 
NHW 213.  
 
 
1.  Call to order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 2:32 PM by Committee Chair Laura Fisher. 
 
 
2.  Visitor comments 
 

There were no visitor comments. 
 
 
3.  Acceptance of the Minutes from the September 6, 2017 meeting 
 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the September 6, 2017 meeting were accepted. 



 
 
4. Go Green Fund 
 

Committee Chair Laura Fisher reviewed the biographies of the two newly selected Go 
Green Interns. Internships are on a one-year basis and are supervised by Facilities 
Management. The Committee was excited to see the results of the fundraising efforts 
being put into action. It was discussed that the interns should be invited to attend a future 
board meeting to provide updates on their projects. There was discussion about 
reinvesting savings generated via Go Green projects to make the fund self-sustaining. 
Staff indicated that the green reinvestment concept is incorporated in the Humboldt 
Investment Pledge and noted that State General Fund savings cannot be redirected for 
private purposes. 

 
 
5. Quarterly Gift Report 
 

HSU Executive Director of Philanthropy Kimberley Pittman-Schulz reviewed the Gift 
Report through the end of the first quarter. Crowdfunding platforms have increased new 
donor acquisition. The annual Women’s Walk, which had been a paper-based solicitation, 
has moved to the new crowdfunding platform with successful results. Overall, multi-
channeled approaches to solicitation incorporating social media and crowdfunding with 
mail and telephone are proving successful. 
 
Mid-level and major donors are low through the end of the first quarter because gifts at 
this level tend to cluster around calendar year end. National Giving Tuesday events will 
be an opportunity to promote tax deductible contributions. Executive Director Craig 
Wruck noted that pending Federal tax reforms may have an impact on future gifts, 
especially related to reduction in the availability of the income tax charitable deduction.  
 
The Committee asked if it could be notified when larger gifts are received. It was noted 
that donor confidentiality prohibits the release of donors’ names unless specifically 
waived by the donor. Chair Laura Fisher noted the importance of building and 
maintaining personal relationships with donors. 

 
 
6. Intercollegiate Athletics Strategy 
 

Executive Director Wruck reported that no decision had yet been made on the future of 
the football program. He reminded the Committee that Athletic booster volunteers had 
committed to raising $500,000 in net new cash contributions each year for five years by 
November 1, with a goal of at least $300,000 in commitments of $10,000 or more and an 
additional $50,000 in commitments of $1,000 or more by October 9. He reported that 
although the intermediate milestones had not been met, the booster group remained 
confident they could secure the $500,000 total. 
 
He reported that this fundraising drive was complicated by the booster volunteers’ 
insistence that contributions be refundable in the event that football is discontinued. 
Wruck reminded the Committee that the Foundation cannot accept refundable or 



conditional contributions and, as a result, the booster volunteers’ efforts had focused on 
securing promises to contribute after the announcement of a favorable decision regarding 
football. The expectation is that a decision regarding football will be announced on or 
about the first of December in order to allow student athletes time to pursue other options 
in the event that one or more sports must be discontinued. 
 
The Committee was assured that plans are in place to ensure that student athletes receive 
transitional support should any sports be discontinued and expressed concern about 
possible backlash from donors if football is discontinued. Staff asked the Committee to 
be prepared to help explain the complexities of this matter and promised to notify the 
Board when a decision has been made. 

 
 
7. Board Thank You Call/Note Project 
 

Fisher noted that the Fall 2017 Board thank-you call/note effort was drawing to a close. 
She asked staff to contact those who have yet to returned results of their contacts and ask 
those who have been unable to complete their calls/notes to return their lists for someone 
else to complete. 

 
 
8. Other Business   
 

There was no further business to discuss. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:52 PM 
 


