
 

 
MINUTES OF THE  

PHILANTHROPY & ADVOCACY COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

 
May 2, 2018 
10:00 AM 

 
Humboldt State University 

Nelson Hall West 213 
 
 
Present:       Absent: 
Laura Fisher (via ZOOM)     Jenny Harris 
David Kalb (via ZOOM)     Averie Middleton   
Gary Rynearson (via ZOOM) 
Craig Wruck           
 
Guests: 
Lola Alto   Steve Bagley   Maria Forrest 
Kimberley Pittman-Schulz Jason Ramos   Deborah Rice 
Travis Williams  
 
 
The Advancement Foundation Philanthropy & Advocacy Committee meeting was held on 
Wednesday, May 2, 2018, at 10:00 A.M. at Humboldt State University Conference Room NHW 
213.  
 
 
1.  Call to order 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Committee Chair Laura Fisher. 
 
2.  Visitor comments 
 

There were no visitor comments. 
 
3.  Acceptance of the Minutes from the November 27, 2017 meeting 
 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, it was: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the November 27, 2017 meeting were accepted. 
 
4. Go Green Interns 



 
Stephen Bagley, Associate Director of Donor Outreach & Stewardship, presented an 
article and video showcasing the first Go Green interns.  The video, produced by the 
HSU Student Storytellers, highlighted the interns and their projects, which were 
supported by Go Green Fund donors.  The Committee was impressed by both the content 
and impact the article and video would have on the students, faculty, campus, 
community, and donors. 

 
5. Campus Memorial Gift Standards 
 

Executive Director, Craig Wruck, reported that the University has designated the 
Centennial Grove site as a campus location for memorials with the vision that, over time, 
the area would become a focal point for campus memorials.  He indicated that the funds 
raised through the Centennial Grove fundraising effort are being used to provide for a 
modest beginning on the project which can be expanded over time as further funds allow. 
 
The University will be developing standards to guide the selection and placement of 
memorials in the designated area.  This work will commence in the fall and will include 
campus stakeholders.  It was suggested that it would be appropriate to establish a 
philanthropic element to the creation of each memorial.  After further discussion it was 
agreed that a smaller group of Committee and Board members should meet over the 
summer to help frame the development of standards and propose an approach to the 
President. 
 

6. Student Support Initiative 
 

Travis Williams, Director of Annual Giving, led a discussion of campaign planning for a 
student support initiative.  A key objective of the campaign is to provide opportunities for 
donors to make a meaningful impact on the success of individual students.  Retention and 
graduation has been a challenge for the University.  This campaign will align with several 
University priorities including Graduation Initiative 2025, CSU Basic Needs, and HSU 
Strategic Enrollment and Retention plans.  The campaign will focus on giving 
opportunities that reduce costs for students or provide paid experience without negatively 
affecting the student’s financial aid. 
 
Williams reported that the campaign has strong support from campus leadership which 
recognizes the role of philanthropy in student success.  There is significant work to be 
accomplished this summer including branding, goal setting, and development of a 
success matrix.  The Board will be engaged in a call to action for the campaign. 
 

7. Board Thank You Call/Note Project 
 

Committee Chair Laura Fisher noted that the Spring 2018 Board thank-you call/note 
effort was drawing to a close.  These thank you calls or notes were directed toward 
donors who gave charitable donations of $1,000 or more during the date range of July 1 
to Dec. 31, 2017.  She asked staff to contact those who have yet to return results of their 
contacts and ask those who have been unable to complete their calls/notes to return their 
lists for someone else to complete. 

 



8. Quarterly Gift Report 
 

Kimberley Pittman-Schulz, Executive Director of Philanthropy, reviewed the Gift Report 
through March 31, 2018.  She highlighted growth in the number of individual donors due 
in part to the Athletics fall fund drive and the strength in mid-level gifts due to the 
focused efforts of Philanthropy Advisors and impact of the Student Story Tellers. 

 
9. Board Giving 
 

Fisher reviewed a list of Board Member Giving for calendar years 2017 and 2018.  There 
was discussion that we should report participation on a calendar year, rather than a fiscal 
year, and it was suggested that Philanthropy & Advocacy Committee members have 
private conversations with their peers who have not yet made their annual contributions, 
perhaps at the annual meeting in October. 

 
 
10. Other Business   
 

There was no further business to discuss. 
 
 
11. Adjournment 
 

By unanimous vote, the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 AM 
 


