
 

 
 

 
 

MINUTES  

OF THE  

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

September 25, 2014 

Nelson Hall West 213 

 

 

 

Present:     Not present: 
Judy Dvorak (by phone)     Laura Fisher 

David Kalb (by phone)   Jenna Hanson 

Lisa Klyce (by phone)    Gary Rynearson 

 

Guests: 

Heather Bernikoff-Raboy (by phone) 

Mary Kay Hartman 

Kimberley Pittman-Schulz 

Craig Wruck 

 

 

1.  Call to order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. 

 

2.  Visitor comments 

 

There were no visitors at the meeting. 

 

3.  Approval of the Minutes from the February 17, 2014 meeting 

 

Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, it was 

 

RESOLVED, that the Minutes of the February 17, 2014 meeting were approved. 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

4.  Centennial fundraising wrap-up 

 

It was acknowledged that Centennial fundraising for the special initiatives, renovation of the 

Green and Gold Room ($35,105 raised) and the Centennial Grove ($16,233 raised), was 

disappointing.   

 

The Executive Director noted that the leadership gifts typically secured prior to the launch of a 

fundraising campaign for a major project such as the Green and Gold Room were lacking.  He 

also stated that leadership gift prospects, as well as major donor gift prospects, had not been 

identified, nor had the concept been broadly tested to ensure strong philanthropic interest in the 

project.   

 

There was discussion as to the status of the Centennial projects, given the lack of funding 

opportunities.  The Committee requested that the Executive Director talk to the President of the 

University regarding other funding and whether or not the projects remain priorities.  The 

question of what to do with the existing committed funds was also raised. The Executive 

Director explained that donors would be contacted regarding alternatives when appropriate. 

 

The Board participation report showed that 44% of Board members have made an annual 

contribution of $1,000, and 46% have created an endowment for $25,000 or more.  Board 

members will be reminded at the October 3 Board meeting to make an annual contribution and to 

consider creating an endowment. 

 

5.  Philanthropy Work Plan for fiscal year ending June 30, 2015 

 

Kimberley Pittman-Schulz, the Executive Director of Philanthropy, gave a report on the 

Philanthropy Work Plan for fiscal year ending June 30, 2015.  She talked about the program 

goals, noting the overriding goal for fiscal year 2015 is to rebuild, refocus and reposition HSU’s 

philanthropy program for measurable growth around clearer priorities in fiscal year 2016 and 

beyond.  She also noted some financial goals, which remain stretch targets for the upcoming 

year. 

 

Four key strategies were laid out to achieve these goals:  (1) Focus on fundraising strengths, (2) 

get serious about donor-centricity, (3) raise funds for natural priorities, and (4) partner with the 

campus community. 

 

Currently the department is conducting searches to fill the positions of Associate Director of 

Philanthropy, Senior Philanthropy Advisor, Philanthropic Services Data Lead, and a Gift & Data 

Processing Specialist.  An Administrative Support Coordinator, Stephen Bagley, was just hired 

to support University Advancement and Philanthropy. 

 

6.  Role of the Development Committee 

 

The group reviewed the charge of the Development Committee. After some discussion, it was 

agreed that the Committee should redefine its focus and role now that the Centennial initiatives 
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are concluded. After the Board meeting, the Committee will schedule another meeting this fall to 

continue the discussion.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 


